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THE NEBRASKA BILL— A SURPRISE IN-
TENDED,

It is understood that the conspirators who
have been wogking so bard for the repeal of the
Misouri Compromise, have matared a plan
for effecting thoir object next Mondny. A
new Bill, embracing this ohject, is to be sprung
upon the House; the member to whose caro
it is intrustod, i+ recogoised by the Speaker;
on motion, n msjority dispenses with the usual
order of proceedings; the Bill is read twice,
and, under the operation of the previous gues-
tion, ordered to be engrossed for a third rend-
ing; and at last it is forced through, without
debate, examination, or time for amendment.

The Bill will be divested of Clayton’s and
HBadger's amendmente, and be modified in ite
verbiage, o us to afford & pretext for the wa,’
vering or dishonest, to vote for it, and then, if
necossary, plead a misunderstanding in exten
untion of the act; but, tho great, and only ob
jeot of the whole movement, the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise and the opening of Ne-
braska to slave immigration, will bo oarefully
secured,

It is stated that the plotters have oounted
heads, and have no doubt of their power to
carry through the movement. There are seven-
ty absentees, a lurge proportion of them being
opponents of the Bill, and the Nebraska mon
do not scruple to take advantage of theis ab-
senca. The Administration, too, Las been at
work. - It is now understood that adhesion to
the poliey of repealing the Missouri Compro-
mise is made & test of fitness for office. Mem-
bers are approached in various ways. We
know one from the Wost, who voted against
the reference of the Bill to the Committee of

+ the Whole on the atate of the Union, and is
now committed to ita support, who, we are in-
formed, was hostile to the measure when it was
first introduced. Some three weeks after ils in-
troduction, his brother was appointed to a capi-
tal clerkship in one of the Bureaus. How far
his ohange of position is to be attributed to
fraternal love, the public muat judge.

Meantime, wherever we turn, rumors moeet

. us that an sotive trade has heen going on,
Execoutive Intervention with Congress being
unserupulously used to establish what may in
mookery be styled the policy of Non-Interven-
tion. The grand result is, that the rapeal mer

“relying upon an accidental majority, propose,
if Madame Rumor do not terribly belie them,
$o take the House by surprise next Monday,
sud foree through & measure which could not
be passed were ull the members preeent, and
which is notoriously odious in the eyes of nine-
tenths of the People of the United States,

The plot is an insult to the People. If at-
tompted, it will bo a frand and cheat. It is
difficult to conceive how any man with one
grain of honesty or fair-dealing in his compo-
sition ¢an harbor the base idea of partivipating
in it. The friends of good fuith in the House
should make np their minds to bafile so abom-
inable & scheme, st all hazards. There are
enough of them, st least, to put in execution
the exirsordinary means suthorized by the
rales of the House, to defoat a socandalous ai-
tempt to carry it by surprise and storm. Their
constitusncies, the country, will expect them
to employ these at all hazarde, and to
the last extremity, until the People be effectu-
ally arcused; and the telograph has summoned
oareless or recreant Represoutatives to their
places. I there be the right kind of spirit
smong tho opponents of repeal, the plot must
w‘ .

Meantime, lot us call attention to the fact

to their constitnentsa. No member has a right
to abeent himself, panding so vital a measure
as this Repeal Bill, and when he has been
warned ([ the desperats of its sup-
porters, unless a matter of life and death calls
him away.

A prominent characteriatio of Congress in its
fagnoity. Son.ctimes s quorum eannot be mus-

of vast magnitode, and strenuously opposed on
the ground of its gross corraption—only about
two-thirds of tho Senste have beeh present

‘that there must have been eightoen absentees

Private intorests are never troated in this
A olerk who should absent himsell
from hiv post in s mercantilo establishment
for wecks during the pressure of important
receive his quistus. The Rep-
who negleots his public business, to
his private affairs, in unfit for his
this outrageons plot to furce through
of the Misouri Compromiss should
~ mooeed, in sonmquence of the absentesism of

| Senate is in the way, snd, for sught we can see
| o the contrary, will always be in the way. It

is not & Popular body in ite composition or in

its sympathies. 1t does not derive i oxistence
' from the People, and its responsibility to the
| Poople is too remote and feeble to scoure for
| them o grent weight in it deliberations. A

body that can pass the Nobraska Bill, ratify
[ the Gadsden Treaty, and rejeot the Homestend
| Bill, needs reconstruction.

| THE TEST OF ORTHODOXY IN THE SENATYK.

i Strange things are done in seorob session of
| the Sepate, which the good People are uot
often permitted to catch even a glimpse of,
Some sensation has recently been awakened
| by the rejection of Mr. Angell, & Barnburner
| of New York, nominated for the Consulate at
| Honolulu. The Public would have beon edi-
‘ fied, we prosume, had the prooeedings in the
{ onso been open.  So far as we oan rewson from
| the kunown to the unknown, Mr. Aogell was
rejected becsuse the majority of the Senute
wus not satisfied that ho was freo from the
taint of Free Soil, or sound on the Nebraska
Question. He had voted for Van Buren in
1848 ; subscquently, however, noted with the
Party in New York that placed itself upon the
Baltimore Platform, and eleoted General Pierce.
Like the rest of his politionl nssogiates, he ac-
cepted the test, and was admitted to the fel-
lowship of the so-called Demoorntic Party.
The President, in pursusnce of -tho policy of
seouring the allegiunce of those who, in s par-
oxysm  of ‘excitement, srrayed themselves
| againgt the regolar Baltimore nominations of
1848, accepting Mr. Angell’s present acqui-
escence in the Baltimore Platform and sup-
port of his Administration, as an evidenoce of
his orthodoxy, nominated him for a consulate ;
but the mujority of the Senate, with a keener
soent for hevesy, inferred, wo presuma, from
the antecedents 0f the nomines, that he was
not sound on the Nebruaska Question, and so
rejected him.

The Independent Democratic Senators, of
course, could have nothing to do in the prem-
ises, They could not with any consistency
vote for the ratiication of & nomination which
would never have been made but for the repu-
distion by the nominee of the doctrine and
policy which they and he had supported in
common in 1848; and they could not vote
against it, when they saw that he was fo be
rejected becnuse suspected still of a lingering
taint of Free Soil. With sich nominations
they clearly have nothing to do. Let the Ad-
ministration Party settle for itsell to what ex-
tent & man must humble himself for having
supported the capse of Freedom and Free Soil
in 1848, in-other words, what must be the na-
tore and amount of tho expistion for that
deadly offence, requisite to gualify him for &
consulate, & post cffice, 4 mail contract!

Meantime, will not ont Demoeratie () Senate
be gracious emough to permit the People to
look in on their proceedings in regard to nomi-
nations, 8o that thoy may learn what are the
necessary qualifieations of an office-holder ?
They are already aware that oapacity and
honesty are rathor minor considerations, and
that even fidelity to the Party is somewhat at
a discount. What, then, is it that governs the
majority of the Senate in its decision ? If there
is 8 Class Interest that reigns supreme in that
body, and fidelity to its demands is an absolute
condition to the ratification of any nomination,
surely the Senate is too bold snd honorable to
shrink from avowing the fact. We submit that
it is very cruel, especially to office-seokers, to
say mothing of the impolicy of the thing, to
keep this matter hidden from the People. To
make public the test might have a soltening
influence on the Awnti-Slavery prejodioes of our
fellow-citizens, and especially dispose the cffico-
seckers to repent, in sackeloth and ashes, of
Free-Soilism, and to bring forth fruite meot for
repentance. Besides, the Senate might soquire
s new hold on the affections of the People.
Making the support of the repeal of the Mis
souri Compromise a test of fitness for office,
would vindlente its solid consisteney in the eyes
of mankind. [t would show the same kind of
plock and sagacity the President did, when,
through Mr. Cushing, he put his hool on Free
Soil, broke up the enteinte cordiale botween the
Hauker Demoeracy and the Independent Do
mooracy in Massachusetts, defeated the new
Constitution, and gave the State to the Whige.
That illustrious act of devotion to Slavery, re-
gardless of consequences, we commend to the
Senate, Lot it omulate the bravery of that
great man, and avow publioly the test which it
| now enfurces soorotly—submission to Slavery
lin general, and support of the Repeal of the
Missouri Compromise in particular, nbsolute
conditions to the ratification by this body of
all nominations, ;

MAKE NEBRASKA AND KANSAS FREE STATFS.
The 8¢ Louis Anzeigner des Weslens, a Ger.

] man DOWEPSEr, fuys : .

“A new, vast, fruitful Territory, on the wost-
[ ern houndaries of Missouri and Jown, in at this
moment i i

| in Congroes — for our Congress has long

attracted the attention of the people of all New

England. The Boston Commonwealth oonbains
an appeal from s gontleman in New Hamp-
shire, who says: ¢ Let u colony be established
as far south as possible, snd thus hedge off
Slavery and keep it within its prosent limits,
snd it will never cross that hedge.”

We are not wo sure of this; but, as sn suxil-
inry means, the plan propuséd should not be
disregarded. [t is benevolont, practioable, and
safe, and would prove a blessing to all parties
interested, oven without reference to the ques-
tion of Slavery.

-

THE BALTIMORE PLATFORM AND THE BILL
FOR THE RELIEY¥ OF THE INDIGENT IN-
BANE, =)

The Baltimore Platform is constantly held
up 88 embracing the whole oreed of Demoo-
racy, and beliel or scquiescenoce in it is de-
manded as o condition to followsbip in the so-
called Democratic Party. Goneral Pierce
placed himself upon it when he accepted the
nomination for the Presidency, reaflirmed his
adhesion to it in his Inasugural, and snnounced
that conformity to it would be the only test
of friendship for his Administration. Since

| then, his party, throngh State Conventions and

through ite united press, has invested this plat.
form with a cprtain kiod of sanctity, pretend-
ing to regurd it with almost as much reverence
as the ancient Jows cherished for the Deca-
logue. y
* Bat it was easy to soo that tho great objeot
of all this devotion was to screen the system
of Slavery from disturbance. The ten com-
mandments of the Baltimore Platform resolved
themselves into this—thoa shalt not question
the claims, limit the power, restrict the area,
or interfere with the poliey, of the Slave In-
terest. All other sine may be forgiven; but
resistance to Slavery shall not be forgiven,
You may go for protection to the iron interceta
of Penneylvania, for improvement of rivers
and harbors, for using the money of the Pub-
lic Treasury to enrich private corporations,
for wasting the public lands in grants to rail-
road speculations, and yet be a good Demoorat.
All these things are forbidden by the Balti-
more Platform, but they are subordingte. The
one thing needful is, obedience to the article
on Slavery. When adhesion to the Baltimore
Platform is demanded as o condition to party
fellowship or politienl profermient, it simply
means aoguicscence in whatever olaim the
Slave Power may set up.

We do not earicature, The politicians in
Washington know that our representation is
the exact truth,

Let us soe how strictly the Baltimore Plat-
form has been adhered to by a so-called Demo-
oratic Senate &nd House, in the matter of the Bill
reported last week for the relief of the Indi-
gent Insane, This Bill provides for the grant
of ten milliona of acres of the public lands, to
the several States and Territories, to be appor-
tioned in the compound ratio of their geo-
graphical ‘area and representution in the House
of Representatives, and to be used by them
exclusively for the benefit of the indigent in-
sane within their respective limits, as presori-
bed in the act. The second sdotion contains
the following provision : -

* “That the land aforesaid, after being sur-

shall be = ioned to the several
States and Territories, in sections or subdivis-
iuns of seotions; and whenever there are pub<
lie lands in a State or Territory, worth one
dollar and twenty-five oents per acre—the value
of said lands to be determined by the Gov-
ernor of eaid State or Terri quantity
to which said State or Territory shall be enti-
tled shall be selected from such lands; and
the Secretary of the Intorior is hereby directed
to issue to those States in which there are no
public lands of the value of ome dollar and
twenty-five cents per acre, LAND SCRIP TO THE
AMOUNT OF THEIR DISTRIBUTIVE SHARES IN
Ackes, undor the provisions of this wct, sa1p
SCRIP TO BE BOLD BY THE STATES, AND THE
PROCKEEDS THEREOF APPLIED TO THE USES
AND PURPOSES PRESCRIBED IN THIS AcT,” &g,

The policy of the Bill, then, is the 6ld policy
of Land Distribution, the public lands them-
solves being distributed among some of the
States and Territories, and their proceods
among other States, in the form of land serip,
to be disposed of by them. .

For this measure, Whige and Democrats, s
they are called, voted indiseriminately. There
was little opposition in the Senate ; and in the
House, where Mr. Bissell, o Baltifore Platform
man, had the charge of it, it was summarily
put through by a vote of 81 to 53, no Party
being arrayed in opposition to it, but members
without distinotion of Party, sapporting it.

Now, what says the Baltimore Platform,
which this Democratic Congress has been at
such pains to consecrate 7

“V1. Resolved, That the proceeds o .
e Jauide e 0 b tusomily ppind 30 tho No.
tional ohjects specified in lia “onstitution ; and
that we are opposed 1o any law for the distribu.
tion of such proceeds among the Stales, as alike
inexpedient tn policy and repugnant lo the Con-
stitution,”

“Opposed to any law for the distribution of
such proceeds among the States; ” and yet the
men who swear by this doclaration, have just
Wwited for an aot making such distribution |

Ah—it will be found that the only sacred
ariicle in the oreed of the Baltimore Platform,
is that which makes Slavery the ocorner-
stone of the so-culled Demooratic Party of the
Union.

Mesore or Ricnmano Winrniams, SBurgeon: Cato-
chist to the Patagonian Missionary Soeiety in Ter-
ra del Fuego,
York: Hobert Carter & Brothers. For sale by
Gray & Ballantyne, Washington, D, C. 1 volume,
. 2565, . |
Thero in s moral grandour in the sellssori- |

fice of the missionary of the Goepel, to which |

the arena of enrthly ambition presents no par-
allel. Wae daily seo men giving up evorything
in the pursuit of gold; bot few are they who,

for Christ's sake alone, voluntarily exchange a

lifo of enso and luxury for one of privation snd

suffering, without the pomibility of earthly
emoloment. Young says-—
“ That life in long which answers life's great end.”

If thin be trae, the brief life of Riohard Wil

linms was longor than that of many who sitain

to three soore years and ten. He has illustra-
ted, in & remarkable manner, the strength of
love and the power of faith. While enduring
the most sovere suffering, with the prospect of

o lingoring and droadfal denth beforo him, his

noul rested in porfoct tranguillity npon God as

upon & rook, sheltering iteell trustingly under

By James Mamilton, 1. D. New |

the wing of Alufighty Love, and joying even in
pormitted to suffer for Christ’s sake.
Thus does God compensate his ehildren who
deny themselves fiom love to him, by inward
pesce and huppiness, of which only those who
make such sacrifices can have any conception,
We cordially recommend the book to the
Christisn reader. It would be hardly possible
to read these devout sspirations after holiness,
intimate communings with God, and esrnest
vonseeration of the whuole soul and being to
the work of saving souls, without feeling im-
pelled to w more faithful and sctive Christinn
lifa. G.

—————— e © -

ADMINSTRATION DEFEAT IN PHILADELPUHIA,
It is well known that the Administration was
desirods that the Hon. John Robbins, M, C,
should be nominated as Mayor of Philadel-
plia, and had its agents in the Custom House
snd ' Post Office at work to sccomplishi that
end. The very fact defeated the purpose in-
tended. The Demoernoy, disgusted ut Admin-
istentive interference with loeal affuiry, deter-
mined to give it & pointed rebuke, which they
did, by the seloction of the Hon. Richard Vaux
e candidate, by & large majority. The
Administrafion must try agsin somewhere
else—New York Daily Nutional Democrat.

May it not Le nsked, whether an Adminis-
teation that could interfere with the expression
of the popular will in New York, Massachu-
vetta, Migsimippi, New Hampshire, Couneoti-
cut, &0., would, from any csuse, refrain from
using its most potent stimulants in the United
States House of Representatives? Look close-
ly to the votea of each member of that body,
und look for the motives of some of them,

Commerce vPoN THE Ocean.—At a ban-
quet given in London to Lord Klgin, Governor
of Canada, Lord John Russell spoke of the
possibility of the political independence of
Canada, and the eontinued friondly feelings of
the mother country. Lord Elgin replied, and
slluded with kindness nnd respeot to the Uni-
tod States. Lord Ellesmerc tonsted Mr. Bu-
channn, who said, among other good things—

“ I cannot suffer this ocoasion to pass with-
out expressing my gratification with her Ma.
josty’s wise and liberal declaration in favor of
nectral commercial rights during the existing
war. [t is worthy of the ecivilization of the
nineteenth ocentury, and worthy of the hest
eonstitutional sovereign who has ever sat upon
the d and powerful throne of Great Britain.

“The time will arrive when war against
private p upon the ocean will be en-
tircly proseri by all civilized nations, as it
has nrready been upon land, and when the
gallant commanders of the navies of the world
will esteem it ma-great a disgrace to rob a
pesceful merehant vessel upon the seas, a3 the
general of an army would now do to plunder
the private house of an unoffending eitizen.”
[Lond cheera.]

{17~ The miserable wretch, James Quinn,
was exeouted at Wilkesbarre yesterdsy, for
the murder of Mahala Wiggins, on a canal
boat, last fall. He met his fute with great in-
difference, and died almost without a struggle,
msaking no confession. If his death in this
manner would deter others from crime, there
would be something to reconcile o portion of
the world to the strangling process.

(5~ The number of emigrants that arrived
at the port of New York on Thursday, April
20, was 5508. They may moot with a reluc-
tant reception in our citics, but there are rich
lands, flowing rivers, and bright skies, in the
far Weet ; and wherever a family of these peo-
ple cultivate o hundred acres of this land, they
double the value of another hundred acres to
the north, to the south, to the east, and to the
wost, of them.

[IZ A dispatoh from New Orleans states
that the steamer Black Warrior had arrived
there, with Havana dates to the 16th inst.
The suthorities were civil towards the officers,
and permitted the ship to clear in transit after
office hours. Bat we suppose the Black War.
rior had her papers all right this time.

(177 Committees of Conference of the two
Houses of the Pennsylvania Legislatute, rola.
tive to the Liquor Law, have agreed upon a
plan for sabmitting the quostion to a vote of

the people. ey

77 The powder mill of John Conolly & Co,
nesr Rochester, exploded on Thursday night.
The shock was territio, shaking the whole city.
No lives were lost. The damage amounts to
$3,000,

17 A despatch from Louisvillo on the 20th
states that Judge Kincheloe had prohibited the
publieation of the evidence in the onse of the
brothers Ward, nntil after the trial is over,

{17 The ico was broken up in frontof Mon-
trenl om the 20th, but had not moved down.
The river had still to be orossed in boats,

(77 There is & rago for Artesian wells in
Baltimore, for race-horses at New Orloans, and
for marble monuments everywhere.

Tugarricar, Sweanine~~The New York
Mirior says that upon the stage of our most
fashionable thestres, and where ladies of re-
finement eongregate, profane explotives are
profusely sprinkled throughout tho play, that
were never written by the author. We are
glad to see theatrioal critios notice this prac-
tice in a spirit of censure. Many othere haye
always been aware of the disgraceful practice,
and shunnod the theatre wholly or partially
in consequence of this degrading and vulgar
abuse.

Tur Invererate Bansum —At New York,
yestorday, o prominent Wall street broker re.
fused the notes of the Pequonock Bank, at
Bridgeport, Conn., but confidenco wos subso-
qnently restored by the publieation of a card
by P. T. Barnum;-in which he stated that the
institution waa in & most flourishing condition,
and pledged his entire fortune for twelve

months for its linbilities, ]
W ar.—Admiral arrived at ha-
the 6th of lndi-::l;ﬂ_:m
& the Desldh . He had signalled
s
i Lot ttack s, and
will know how to deal with him.
‘:nrom' in port, we will go and scek him.
Remember that surs sod rapid gaina the
"i" aw,umw viotory
will bo onra el

Fiatiery in n sort of bad money, to which
vanity gives currenoy. "
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| era” said he, “can neither prove s moral nor |
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THE LEGAL TENURE OF SLAVERY.
LETTEE XIL

COLONTAL SLAVERY ILLEGAL, BY DECIRION
OF THE COURT OF KING'S BENCH.
T'o the Friends of American Liberty:

I promised to consider, in this Letter, the
bonrings of Lord Muansfield’s decision against
the ""El.'"‘l of Slavery in England, upon the
Legal Tenure of Slavery in the Colomes of
England. 5

wo distinet yet closely conneoted topics
present themseolves here. The first has respect
to the le identity of the tenure of slave
E‘roperby in England and in ber Colonios, and

e second, to the f’uﬁsdletion of the English
oourts over colonial jurisprudence.

The first question, [ think, is protty ensily
sottled, in the light of the historieal facta that
have hoen presonted. The Slavery of the Colo-
nies originated in tho African slave trade. So
did the Slavery of the mothor country. The
Slavery of the Colonies existed under the jurie-
diotion of English common law; 8o did that of
the mother country. No adequate or valid
logislation (ns haa been shown) amounting to &
“ munivipal law” establishing Sluvery, had
takon place in the Colonies, and there had
been no such legislation in England.

So identical, indeed, was the Slavery of the
mother eountry with that of the Colonies, that
the slaves of the former were, for tho most
part, introduced f{rom the latter, and were no-
counted slaves in consequence of that gireum-
stance., Had they not bLeen held as slaves in
the Colonies, they would not have been olaimed
and held as slaves in England.. The converse
would then seem to hold good, viz : If illegally
held in England, under a tonure derived from
the Colonies, then the tenure under which they
were held in the Colonies must have been de-
fective and invalid.

The only eonceivable objection seeras to be
this. It might be said that, thongh legally Leld
in the Colonies, thoy became free on their arri-
val in England, under English common law, or
natural law, having passed out from under the
jurisdiotion of “municipal law” in the Colo-
nies, This objection concedes the soundness of
our first position, viz: that' Slavery oan exist
only by municipal law, and not under English
common law or natural law. 1t renders it in-
cumbent on the colonial slavehalder to produce
the positive “ municipal ” volonial law, which,
ns we have seen, does not exist, or has not been
found. If natural law or ish common luw
were incompatible with the legulity of Slaver
in England, then they were incompatible wit
the legality of Slavery in the Colonies; so that
u judicial decision, in the Colonies, correspond-
ing in principle with the decision of Lord
Mansfield in England, would have been proper,
and, if carried into effect, it would havo termi-
nated Slavery in the Colonies.

But o second topie of inquiry remains. Did
the judicial deeision of Lord Mansfield bind
the Colonies, or did it bind only the mother
country ?

If it bound only the mother country, there
must have baen some cause or reason why it
did not extend to the Colonies—to all the do-
minions of Great Britain. What could that
onuse or reason be ?

It could not be boeanse the Colonies were
independent of the mother country, for they
were not 8o, and did not claim to be. It could
not be because the Colonies were not under the
jurisdiction of English common law, for they
were under it jurisdiotion. It could net be
because the Colonies or their Legislatures were
authorized, or wore competent, to enact laws
contrary to English common law, for this was
not the case. Lord Mansfield decided that
the ocondition of Slavery was mot compatible
with English common law., His decision there-
fore was equivalent to s decision that Slavery
in the Colonies, under English ecommon law,
was not legal. The common law would have
been a complete nullity in the Colonies, if &
decision against the legality of Slavery by the
Court of King's in England, on the

d of its incompatibilty with the commuon

w, did not determine declare that Sla-
very in the Colonies was illegal. And if the
decision was not binding upon the Colonier,
then the cormmon law was not binding upon
them, which, we know, was contrary to the
fasot. But this absurdity must be received as
a trustworthy exposition of law, or else it must
be admitted that tho decision of Lord Mans--
field was a decision against the legality of Sla-

in the Colonies.

nd we know that this was the understand.
ing at the time, in England, among those who
were in sympathy with the decision. Witness
the following :

“ Immediately after the trial” (1. e. of the
Somerset cnse,) “ Mr. Sharp felt it his duty to
write to Lord North, then principal Minister
of State, warning him, in the most earnest
manner, to abolish, immedintely, both the alave
trade snd the Slavery of the human specics, in
ali the British dominions, as utterly irreconci-
Inble with the Briti+h Constilution and the es-
tablished religion of the land.”*

Lot it be noticed that this was not a petition
to Parliament, for the abolition of Colonial
Slavery, but a demand on the Prime Minister

for ita summary excoutive su jion, under
the decision of Lord Mansfield. Let it be no-
tioed, forther, that the ving reoord of this,

Toomas CLARKSON, tifies his name with
at of Guanviuee SHaur, in the expression of
the sentiment,

It is true that the measaro was not carried
oat (snd, by the by, there wero one or two
logal decisions agninst Slavery in Massachy.
aotta hofore tho mensure was aarried out, in its
suppression{-—an there had been one rimilar
decision in England hefore thet of Lord Mans-
fiold, in the early part of Queen Elizabetl’s
reign.}  Laws are not always enforoed ) The
slaves m the Colonios bad no Granville Sharp,
to bring their esuses into court. Porhaps the
difficul resulting in the American la-
tion d the enforcement of the decision
in the Colomies. The legal fuct, nnd the legal
effects of it, nevortheless, remained. ‘

The same view was revived, and dissomina.
tod in England, proliminary to the abolition of
British coloninl Slavery in the West Indies,
and a8 a principsl meand of urging onward
that mensure. Thomas Clarkson, in his old
age, wrote a pamphlet, in which he maintained
that thero wue not, and never had been, any
LeGAL Slavery in the Colonies. “The plant

by

a legal right to their slaves” The prevalence
of |iil mentiment in England was idontified
with the act of Emancipation.§ And there
are good grmmdn for the belief. that if Parlia
mentary interforenco had been muoh longer
delayed, the measore would have been mm-iggl
and without any unnr:mantim, by o judici

decision, declarin inl Slavery illegal ||
Intelligent English lawyers do not now T:‘
of West Indin Slavery as having over been

al. :

MChief Justice Shaw, of Massachusetis, in
1:10 the opinion of the court in the case of
t (.’ommwnlth we. Thomns Aves, in 1833,
advarted to the. judicial abolition of Slavery in
Maussachusstte, some time during the last cen-
tary, and remarked, that it was uncertain
whether this decision was an “ adoption of the
opinion in Somersel's a8 o declaration or
modifioation of common law, or hy the Dol

nﬁwdl-‘?wdnoe.wih State) Constitu-
ion—thus intimating ﬂlﬁ{ﬂ'ﬂlf of them
would have been suffisient for the A

| eonclude, then, that the of Lord
Mansfisld in ﬁown‘blzlni, only
about four yesrs provious to the Declaration of

Indopondence, waa equivalent to s jadicial

el

Colonies, and thst the decision was
Nndl:?n them. So that colenial Slavery
wad | agj.u?iuring the whole period of eolc-
nial dependence, and up to the 4th of July,
1776. : P

And I agk the friends of American Liberty to
bearin mind that (al: has wﬂuh;l*'ﬁ tl;e w:m::e
ries gained over ~lavery in Englan

Afiioun alavo trade, and over British West In-
din (snd | might add, East lodia) Slavery,
bave beon geined in conneotion with the pro-
mulgation of sentiments advorde to the legalit
of the slave trade and Slavery in the Briti
dominions. WiLriam GoopELL,

# Cloarkson’s Hist., p. 44.

1 In the case of Juwmes vs, Leehmere, in 1776, six
years before the Declaration of Independence, and
two yeirs before the decision of Lord Mansfield in
the Somersot oase, the Bupreme Counrt of Massachu-
setts denied the right of n waster to hold o slave,
upon the samo grounds, sabstantinlly, upon which
Lord Mansfichl discharged Somerset —Washburn's
Judieial History of Musenchusetts, p. 202,

This ense, while it confirms my view of the fllegal-
ity of Blavery in the eolonies, nnd the identity of ten
ure between English and CGolonial Slavery, may serve
algo 1o ex pose the current fullncy, that the undistarb
od and conlinuous practice of Slavery, and the con-
nivance of the public anthoritios, prove it to be legal
No abuses are more palpable or more inverate than
those that tuke shelter under oustom, Jmudeul-.
great nmnes, nnd publio Manetionuries, under decep-
tive pratence of Iegdit i y .

{ Seo Rushworth's Collections, p. 468, Tt was the
case of n slave, or serf, brought from Russia.

§ “Slavery and Anti-Slavery,” p. 356,

{| * American Slave Code.”” "Note ou p. 270, The
not of Kwancipation, accordingly, did not repeat, or
nssume to reponl, any reixting luiwes, either Colonial
or British. It only provided ﬁll‘ the suppression of
an existing custom or practice, the game as in the
act suppressing the African slave trnde.  These
statements are mado on authority of”John Scobls,
Inte Secretnry of the British snd Foreign Anti-Bla-
very Boeciety, London. :

9 “8lavery and Anti-Slavery,” p. 111,

THE EMIGRANTS' AID' BOCIETY,

| From the Worcester (Mass.) Daily Spy of April 18|

. We have before stated, in onr legislative re-
port, that a bill had been reported in tha Le-
gislature, to incorporate the “ Emigrant’s Aid
Associntion.” The petitioners asked for a eap-
itnl of $10,000,000. The committee reported
n hill giving them a capital of $5 000,000, real
ostate in the Commonwenlth mot excecding
$20,000, in shares of $100 each, not more than
$#4 per share to be the present year,
and not more than $10 n year in any one year
thereafter.

The corporators are B. C. Clark, Issae Liv-
ermore, Charles Allen, Isase Davie, Wm. G.
Gates, Stephen C. Phillips, C. C. Hyzowell, R.
H. Bulloch, Henry Wilson, James 8. Whitney,
Samuel E. Sewall, Samuel G. Howe, James
Holland, Moses Kimball, James O. Green, F
W. Bird, Otis Clapp, Anson Burlingame, Eii
‘Thayer, Otis Rich. and their associates, succes-
sors, and assigne, and they belong indiscrimi-
nately to all parties,

The incorporation of nn Emigrant’s Aid As-
socintion, by the Legislature of Massachusebts,
with an ample capital, and the enlistment of
men of large experience and great influence,
in the enterprise of estublishing colohies of
free men in tEn fertile territories of the West,
i the commencement of an undertaking from
whieh great and beneficial resulis are sure to
follow. From what we know of the move-
ment, as it has thus (ar developed itself, and of
the men who are foremost in earrying it for.
ward, we have every reason to beliove that the
present senson will not be suffered to pass
away, without the maturing of a regular plan
of emigration, by which towns and villages of
frec laborers will be made to spring up in that
magnificent heritage, one after another, in rap-

id suceession —towns which will be peopled

with a liberty-loving population, whom slave-
holders cannot seduce from their allegisnce tu
frec institutions, and who will establish upon
a firm foundation, a8 the basis of their State

organizations, the great blican doctrine of
the equality of all men belors the law, as they
are ﬁl equal before God.

There are thousands of young men in New
England, just starting in the race of life, who
are ready for any hardship, or any adventure,
where honor or the hope of profit leads the
way. , There are thousands and tens of thou-
sands daily landed npon our shores, from the
old world, secking an asylum hers from the
tyranous institutions which have crushed and
impoverished them in the lands of their nativ-
ity, snd to sll such, the Emigrant’s Aid Society
will have more than words of hope and en-
courngement.  [t8 agencies in every greut
Northern city of the Union, conducted by re-
sponsilile men, devoting their whole time and
energios to the furtherance of the objects of
the society, will be ready at all times to fur-
nish the needed information, as to the locali-
tios, #oil, elimate, and productions, to all whe
may desire to avail themeclves of it. They
will be able to direct. Ly these and other [aoil
ities which they will always have on hand,
such n torrent of emigration into those aparse
ly-settlod territories, as will make the air re-
wound with the hum of productive industry,
and the prairies smile with harvests as Inxu-
rinnt ns ever rowarded the toil of the husband-
man.

Tue Troe Way 1o Rise v mie Worrp —
it is only hy plodding, active habits of indus-
, that we oan hope to win our way through
:i?a. The race may be arduous, hut it in one
which will well repay the compatitor. Barrow
justly says—“ A noble heart will disdain to
sbuist, hiko n drone, upin honey gathored by
others lnhore; like & vermin, to filoh ita food
out of the public granary ; or like a shark, to
ey on the lesser fry; but will rather qutdo
1is private obligations to other men's caro and
toil %; considerable nervice and benefloence to
tho public. For there ia no ealling of any
sort, from the scepire to the spade, the man.
agoment whereof, with any good snoccess, nny
eredit, nny satisfaction, doth not demand wuoch
work of the hend. or of the hands, or of hoth.”
Milton, who, during an setive lifo in the most
troublesome times, wis uneensing in the culti-
vation of his understanding, thus deeribes his
own habits: “ Those morning haunte are where
they should be, at home, not eleeping or conooct-
ing-tho surfeita of an irregulnr foast, hut up and
stirring ; in winter, often ere the round of any
bell awake men to lahor or devotion. - In sum.
mer, a4 oft with the bird that firet aronses, or
not much tardier, to read good suthors, or
canss them to be rond, 61l the attention be
weary, or memory have ite full feanght: then
with useful and generous labors ing the
body's health and hardiness, to yonder light
some, clear, snd not lnmpish obedience to the
mind, to the eaise of raligion, and oar country’s
liberty.” Any msn who does mot profit by
such noble example is an enemy to tho public
wenl,

Amenricay Dewnr Anroap —"l?::h L‘gndm
T'imes imponches the correctness of the Treas.
ury raturm the amount of fonded indebtod-
ness of the Unitod States abroad. Tt complains
that in the returns given by the four repudia-
ting Btates of Mi ppi, Michigan, Fiorida,

Arkansgs, the amounts held by foreignars
are ocither su or falsified. [llinois,
which is put down as a defanlting Stata, with.
holda tho particulara as to whore the mfferers
from her oourse are chiefly to be foond, Reck.
oning these with other omissions, the impres
gion of the Times in, that instead of the State
wtocks beld out of the mnmﬁ boing put st
£14,585000, the sum <whould be at least
£22.585,000, even without making full allow
anga for arrears of interest &, The total of
all kinde of United Stalen poourities abrond
may therefore be assnmed o be litile short of
L45,000,000, ov alout a fifth of the entire total
of £235,900,000. '

declaration of the illegality of Slavery in the
logelly |

e

ITEMS.

m.oj:ponenu of tho Nebraska bill should
remember that vigilance is the price of liberty.

There may be no spiritual munifestations
connected with table rapping ; but if there are
phomugn, they ought to be investigated.

h The Msyor and Aéimnmd g. New Redlbrdd

ave very ! police to de-
stroy all dogs running at large without
muzzles. ; .

A petition ia in giroulation in New
utin?htho Mayor and Aldermon to m&ﬁ
names of colored citizens in the jory-

At a Iate trinl, the defendent; who was not
familiar with the multitude of words which the
law employs to make a trifling oharge, after
listening awhile to the reading of the indiet-
ment, jumped vp and said, ©them ’ere allega-
tions in falsn, mg that ’ere alligator knows iﬁn"

At n coet to the United States of only $400,
a l??uah?on has been' eelected for a !;:;it:nliiuy
in " has in 20,000
for bailiing Wi ssbabtiotipens, The e o
lected is tive milea north of Salt Lake city.

Mining is now mvelﬂz progressing in the
Maryland coal regions, Sixteen thousand tons
wore forwarded lnst week.

From the Richmond (Virginia) Enquirer.
THE COMMERCIAL CONVENTION.

Wo apprebiend the wost wealous champi
of Sonthern intarests will be constrained to
acknowledge that the Charleston Convention
waa an abortion, if not something worse.

For ourselves, we have no great eonfidence
in the effioncy of Conventions, a8 an instrument
for stimulating and directing publie sentiment.
Exporience justifies our dintrust. In the Soath
we have had scores of Conventions, contem.
plating ae many dilferent objects, and in no
single instance hns any practical result beeu
achieved. They are admirable inventions for
eshuming defunct politicians ; and they afford
a convenient theatro for the display of an elo-
quence for which ambitious yoing gentlemen
tind no utterance in tha halls of legislution or
the courts of justice. HKut they are not much
frequented by men who have other employ-
ment, nor do they commonly eontribute any-
thing to the stook of human wisdom. At best,
the:r bring forth only preambles and plutforms,
and it is yet to bo demonsirated that there in
any virtne in & “whereas” or n ‘resolve”
The Charleston Convention furnishes no excep- *
tion to the uniform testimony of experience,
that the most profuse expenditure of words

and of wine, the most eloquent utterance of |/

3

atriotic sentiment and desperate design, go
Lut s little way towards consummating any
scheme of politioal or commercial improvoment.
We do not appreciato the necessity of these
Southern Conventions. We do not admit that
the South is in such deplorable. plight that a
periodic consultation muost be held over its
rate body, with a view to determine the

west means for reviving its sinking fortunes.
On the contrary, it seems to ns that the Sonth
is in an eminently happy and prosperous con-
dition. But, if this were not so, the profitless
declamation of & Convention wonld hardly
remedy the matter. Thoe relationa and con-
ditions of commerce ave governed Ly the laws
of trade, und it is impossible to frustrate theiv
operation by any artificial contrivance. It
would not be less ivrational for the North to
complain that she doos not produce as much
cotton-as the South, than it is for the Sonth to
complain that the North has the advantage in
the facilities of commerce.’ If it be cheapest
and best that the South should transact its
own exchanges, no Conveution will be neeces-
- to aseértain the fa:fil Private intercst,
unerring instinet, will soon enough dis-
eover the advantage, and turn it to aceount.
It may be said that these Oumnhm nre
Een-

e

n to ascertain and
timent. What, then, is the
Press? And can we supposs that the State
i are 40 delinquent that n Conven-
tien of volunteer statesmen must Jook after tho
public interests? The Charleston Convention
suggested the expediency of s direct trade he-
tween the ports of the South and the foreign
market; bui this was long since determined
by the Legislature of Virginia, and we doubt if
the movement will be at all accelerated by the
most swelling resolution of a body of enthusi-
astic but i ible gentlemen,
Special and peculiar oauses made the Con-

e
I
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e

o

of the '

vention at Charleston n ridiculous blunder. ™

From beginning to end, the thing
ind eontrolled by politicians.

In eontemplating the action of the Charles-
ton Convention, but one thing strikes va ns de-
serving eommoendation. The conduet of the
Virginia delegation was worthy of tho State.

The princely hospitality n&’ the people of
Charieston reflects infinite credit on their taste
and their liberality, snd stonds in adventa-
geous contrast to the barren vesults and prosy
deelamation of the Convention.  Oar unly np-
prehension is, that soch delieale attention and !
such richly-laden tablos may perpeiunta the
nuisance of “ Southern Commercial Couven-
tions.” ‘

“Carrure” oF A Russian Vessen —A let-
ter from Waterford, published in the Tippe-
rary Free givea the version of
the seizure of the Russian ship Nordon :

degree, of the warlike It
appesrs that of & Russinn morchant
vessal being eoen off the const caused our rev-
enne cutter, well manned and armed, to pro-
coed immediately ot to give 8 good aeconnt of
ber. High expectazions of a rich prize cheor-
od the bearts of our ‘iully and gallant tars,
who, the moment they hove in sight, ‘gave her
w shot in tho locker, soon aftor her,
snd hauled down at once the Ruossian flag,
giving three cheers fur the Queen and n stuve
of ‘Rule Britannia’ in prime siyle. The cap-
tain of the brig quistly submitted to his con-
guerors, and unresistingly suffered his do. med
ship to bo steered into port ~ What 8 singulnr
circamstancs, that the fivet bloodless viotory
over the Autoornt of nll the Rossins should be
thus achieved within the view of the old wuihe
intacta !  No wonder that feelings of pride

thoy were only of shurt duration; for when
the Russinn eaptain found it convenient to
make himsolf intelligible to his enp they
disgovered, to their grest divmay and disap-
pointment, that ‘they had only onught a tar-
tar,’ who had ounningly, the night before,
struck a bargain for both ship and ::wxwith
a Waterford marchant, for & som | to be
undor £8,000.”— Lowdon Times, April 4,

A Gratn Fueer—~Tho Chicago Journal of
Wednesday lnst records the of quite
o fleet of vessels from that all loaded
with grain, fur Baffalo and Oswego. The fleet
numhbered ninoteen vessels, (1hree bargnes, six
brigs, and ten schooners) having on board
260,120 bushole—of which 332 bushels
were of corn, 32,039 bushels of t, and the
balunve barloy and oats. OF the whole quan.
tity, over 213,000 bushels went to Buffalo.

‘ e

Franklin Pierco still continves to forward
hin “affectionate regards,” to the Free Soil
members of our Logielatura, One of these doo-
uwments was shown us on Monday by a mem-
ber from this counly. .

Munchester (N. H) Demoerat.

The more any nation tenflics, u
homest principles, the loss it will E«mi
of war —~Cobden,
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and oxultation should predominate, hut, alos ' JP'

was mtmagul! t
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